
 
 
 
 
 

Hyde Park Preschool Newsletter  
 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE:   Dear  HPCUMC Preschool Families, 
I hope this newsletter finds you and yours enjoying this holiday season.  I think it has been both a fun and 
productive year so far for the children. There is not a day that I don’ t walk into a classroom and see the 
children engaged in both interesting and exciting activities.   
It has been wonderful to see our enrichment programs in action with Spanish, Sign Language and now the 
start of Music.  It is hard to think of a time when these programs were not included in the children’s 
preschool experience.  And with the start of our Music teacher comes the addition of a Spring Music 
Concert in May that will allow the children the opportunity to show what they have learned in both Sign 

Language and Music class.  Enrollment packets, tuition bills and a revised calendar are being sent home this week in your child’s 
cubby.  Please take note of enrollment period dates and the changes to the calendar.  We have added days into the year to adjust for 
some of the days missed because of Hurricane Ike. The days that are being made up are being done so in anticipation of The Farmers 
Almanac prediction that this may be a terrible winter season.  This will allow us to take days off as needed when the weather makes it 
difficult for families to safely get to school.   If you have any ideas or recommendations on the daily activities of our preschool, please 
call me or email me at 979-8191 or scr istancho@hpcumc.org.  Thank you, Sherry Cristancho 
 
 

 

MUSIC CLASS:    The children have been having a great time 
singing and dancing with our 
new music teacher, Ms. Judi 
Franceschina.  Here is a little bit 
of information about our new 
music teacher: I was born in 
Indiana but grew up mainly in 
White Plains, New York.  I 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Music degree from Ithaca 

College in Ithaca, New York.  My parents moved to Cincinnati when I 
was in my last year of college.  My dad was an Executive Vice President 
with Federated Department Stores.  We ended up moving into a grand 
home on Handasyde Avenue in Hyde Park.  When my dad died, my 
mother bought a lovely house on Tannehill Lane in Hyde Park. This is 
where my son currently lives and is within walking distance to Hyde Park 
Community United Methodist Church - so I have many familial ties to this 
area. 
In Anderson, I was the Director, Accompanist, and Arranger for the 
women©s choral group called The Forestaires for 12 years. I still help them 
in any way I can and am their most ardent audience member.  I am 
currently singing alto with the fine choir at the Methodist Church in 
Newtown 
Over the years, I taught music mainly in the Clermont County area.  After 
being a traveling music teacher for many years, I stopped teaching to raise 
my family.  I have two wonderful, grown children who still live in this 
area.  I love animals and have two great dogs.  Three years ago, I retired 
after teaching elementary music for many years in Felicity, Ohio.  I have 
missed being with children very much and still have a lot of music to 
share.  I am so excited to be able to teach music again with the best ages 
of all - 2 1/2 to 5 year olds.  Please feel free to drop in and visit our music 
classes. I would like very much to meet you.  Thank you for the 
opportunity to work with your children.   Ms. Judi Franceschina 
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HOLIDAY CLASS PROJECTS:  
The classrooms have been 
busy in December making 
many different projects. 
There have been smells of 
cookies filling the 
hallways.  The children 
have had the opportunity 
to cook and increase their 
Science and Math skills 
while still having a really 
good time. You will see 
stained class tissue paper, 

cotton ball collages, 
hand made gifts for 
parents, artist 
masterpieces, and 
of course ginger 
bread houses.   I 
would like to take 
this opportunity to 

thank all of the families that 
have volunteered thus far this 
year.  We have had parents 
doing story recordings, 
serving on the preschool 
committee, helping in the 
classroom to finally pasting 
gingerbread houses together 
with icing. Without your help 
the teachers would not have 
the opportunity to do all of 

the wonderful things that they do every day.  
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SPANISH CLASS:  We 
have two excellent teachers from 
the Cincinnati Spanish Academy 
that are teaching our Spanish 
Classes; Maria Cohen and 
Yolanda Turcott. The teachers 
meet weekly to come up with 
lesson plans so that they are 
consistently teaching the same 
material in each class.  A typical 
25 minute class includes: 1. The 
date, weather and emotions. 2.  
Introduction of vocabulary using 
flash cards and toys.  3. A craft 
activity.  4. A song that goes with 
the weekly theme.  The teachers 
at CSA are enjoying the classes 
at the HPCUMC Preschool and 
feel the children are very eager to 

learn and participative.  Most recently the children have 
learned some Holiday vocabulary as well as a song in 
Spanish.  So, if you hear them singing to themselves here 
are the words so you can join in and sing along with them.   
 
¡Feliz Navidad, Feliz Navidad, Prospero año y felicidad! 
I wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year!   
   
Here are a few vocabulary words to practice:   
Christmas Tree �  Arbol de Navidad,                   
Toys �   Juguetes                     Doll �  Muñeca 
Truck �  Camion                      Ball �  Pelota 
Bear �  Osito                            Clown �  Payaso 
 
 

 

LUNCH BOX BUDDIES 
Information and Etiquette   
 
Lunch box buddies is available from 11:30-
12:15 M-F.  Sign up calendars are located 

on a table outside room’s 118 & 119.  The cost is $600 per 
day and money must be received no later then 3:30 pm the 
day before you are signed up.  We must maintain ratios 
during lunch box buddies and therefore need to have an 
accurate count of who is actually attending.  This will also 
make room for others that would potentially like the 
opportunity to sign their child up for the program. Children 
cannot be added the day of unless the parent speaks directly 
with the director to make sure there is room and ratios will 
be acceptable. There is a basket with envelopes on the table 
so that payment can be made at the time of sign up.  
Starting in January there will also be small calendars so that 
parents can write down the days they are signed up for and 
take with them as a reminder.                                      Page 2 

SIGN LANGUAGE 
CLASS: Diana Lough is the 
teacher for our Sign Language Class.  
She has a B.A. in Psychology/Child 
Development and has a Deaf Studies 
Certificate.  She is currently working 
on her Presenters Network 
Certification.  Diana has been teaching 
for 14 years (ages Preschool thru High 

School).  She is a Mother of 2 and when she gets quiet time her 
favorite thing to do is read. 
Did you know Sign Language is the 3rd most used language in the 
United States?  It is right behind English and Spanish.  Studies have 
shown deaf children and hearing children raised in deaf families are 
much further along in their language development than their hearing, 
verbal language using, counterparts when they begin school.  
Research suggests we obtain up to 90 percent of our information 
through vision.  As any parent who has sung "The Itsy Bitsy Spider" 
can tell you.  Young Children gesture naturally and easily.  All of 
these things make Sign Language an easy and natural 2nd language 
for children (Research quoted by Dr. Joseph Garcia and Dr. Burton 
White). 
 
 

MUSCLE ROOM EQUIPMENT: 
We have recently added a new muscle room, climber and new mats 
for our indoor gross motor spaces. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER IN JANUARY 
 
5            School Resumes  **Welcome Back** 

5            Cookie Dough Sales Begin 

12-16    Conference Week – Check calendar for class schedule 

11          Perspective Parent Open House          2:00-4pm  

12          1st Priority Registration Begins  

19          Martin Luther King’s Birthday    Preschool closed            

20          2nd Priority Registration Begins  

26          Open Registration  Begins 

 

� � � � � � �
� � � 	 
 � � � 
�



 


