
 
 
 
 
 

Hyde Park PreSchool Newsletter  
 

PRESCHOOL UPDATE:  Hello, I hope you are having a great summer.  I wanted to 
share this newsletter with you and tell you of some of the exciting things going on with the 
preschool for the upcoming year.  First of all, we are extending the preschool day by an extra 30 
minutes to allow more time in the classroom.  We have also added 2 additional enrichment 
classes into your child’s school day.  I am pleased to announce that we are adding Spanish and 
Sign Language to your child’s preschool experience.  I feel with the extra class time, the 
enrichment programs of Spanish and sign language, the children will have the opportunity to have 
a well rounded preschool day.  In addition, we have added a 2½ year old program to try to 
accommodate the growing need in the community for children 3 and under. We are very excited 
about this opportunity and look forward to the 3 new classes we have added to bring our total 
number of classes up to 13.   The addition of these classes has increased our enrollment to a 
current total of 191 students.  We have also added three new teachers, Amy Mumper, Laura 
Teegarden and Heather Wegmann and one assistant teacher, Amy Dillon, that I know will be a 
wonderful addition to our current staff.  You can read more about them in the newsletter below.    

Due to the high demand last year, we are extending lunch buddies to allow everyone that wants to participate to be able to do so 
in the program. This is a great opportunity for your son or daughter to eat lunch with their friends at the preschool.  We are also 
undergoing some cosmetic changes starting with a fresh coat of paint on the walls and new carpeting in the classrooms. The 
additional “muscle room” space that we started working on in the spring will be completed by the beginning of the school year.  
This “muscle room” gives the children an extra room to burn off extra energy during those dreary days when it is either too cold 
or rainy to go outside.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 979-8191 or email me at 
scristancho@hpcumc.org.    Thank you,   Sherry Cristancho 
 

LUNCH BUDDIES PROGRAM:    
We are very excited to be adding 
more classrooms to our Lunch 

Buddies Program. This will 
give more children the 

opportunity to participate in the 
program each week. We will be 
offering this program for 
children 3-5 years of age 

Monday thru Fridays from 11:30 am - 12:15 pm (for 
both am & pm classes). In addition, we will be 
adding a Little Buddy program for the 2 ½ year old 
children offered Mon-Wed 11:30 am - 12:15 pm.  
These programs are a great opportunity for children 
to eat and interact with their peers or with that 
special teacher.  Each child brings their lunch and 
eats with their classmates for 45 minutes starting at 
11:30 am.  The cost for this program is $6 per child 
per lunch.  See your teacher to sign up for lunch 
buddies and any additional details. 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE: Hello to all 
the wonderful families that attend our 
preschool.  In the past year, I have had the 
opportunity to meet many of you as you drop 
of your child at the preschool.  For those I 
have not had a chance to meet, I would like 
to take a minute and introduce myself.  My 
name is Sherry Cristancho and I am the 
Director of Hyde Park Community United 

Methodist Preschool.  I am a mother of four (Brady, Isabela, Ellie & 
Carter) and have lived in the Cincinnati area for over 5 years.  I 
graduated from the University of North Carolina with a Master’s of 
Education in Curriculum and Instruction.  I have an Undergraduate 
Degree from West Virginia University in Management.  The Director 
position allows me to utilize both my degrees as I manage the 
preschool.  I am very excited to lead this wonderful preschool and am 
honored to be working with your children.  If you have any ideas or 
recommendations on the daily activities of our preschool, please come 
by my office, call me or email me.  Thank you, Sherry Cristancho  
(513) 979-8191 or email scristancho@hpcumc.org. 

                               
FIRST DAYS OF SCHOOL: Your child will be scheduled to come to school either 
on Wednesday, September 10th or Friday, September 12th for a shortened day with half of their 
class.  We will have coffee and snacks available in the Welcome Center for the parents to enjoy 
while the children are in class. The first full days of school will begin on September 15th.  Four 
day classes are held Monday through Thursday.  Three day classes are held on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday.  Two day classes are held on Thursday and Friday.  Morning class 
times are from 8:30 am until 11:30 am Afternoon classes are from 12:15 pm until 3:15 pm.   
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EXTENDING PRESCHOOL HOURS: The preschool will be 
extending the school day by an extra 30 minutes.  The morning classes 
will now start at 8:30 am to 11:30 am.  The afternoon classes will start 
at 12:15 pm to 3:15 pm.  This time change will mean that the teacher’s 
will have an additional 30 minutes to get in all that they need to 
accomplish in a school day.  Plus this allows us to add a few more 
enrichment classes into the curriculum without taking away from the 
educational elements and the children’s play time which is equally 
important in their daily schedule. 

HOME & CLASSROOM VISITS: Your child’s 
teacher will contact you in mid-August and arrange for a 
short home visit to meet you and your child.  You will also 
be invited to school on September 14th for an open house 
from 2-5pm.  This will give your child an opportunity to 
spend some time with his/her teachers and meet a few new 
friends. The children will also decorate a tote bag and 
become acquainted with the classroom environment. 

 
NEW TEACHERS / ASSISTANT TEACHERS:  I would like to welcome Laura Teegarden, Heather Wegmann and Amy 
Mumper as our new teachers and Amy Dillon as our new assistant teacher.  I feel that the addition of these teachers will be a huge 
asset to our already wonderful teaching staff.  There was a need to add additional staff due to the classes we have added for our 2008-
2009 school year and the departure of 3 of our staff members.  Ms. Gibson has accepted a full time ESL position in the Lakota school 
district after graduating in May.  Molly Painter has left us because she will be doing her student teaching in the fall; but hopefully she 
will be back to substitute teach for us next year.  And finally, Lisa Locy has left us to take a preschool position in a new program that 
is near and dear to her heart at her own church parish.  We all wish them all the best of luck in their new endeavors. 
 

My name is Laura 
Teegarden and I just 
graduated from the 
University of Cincinnati 
with a BS in Early 
Childhood Education.  I 
will be continuing my 
degree next year by 

taking classes to obtain my Masters in Special 
Education.   
I grew up in Falmouth, Kentucky.  I was the only 
child; therefore, I still go home to visit my parents a 
couple of times a month.  My family is very 
important to me and I enjoy the time that I spend 
with them.  Another member of my family is my 
fiancé, Ryan.  We are preparing to get married next 
September.   
Currently, I am finishing my time at my current job.  
I am working in the Dean’s Office of the College of 
Education, Criminal Justice and Human Services. I 
am very excited to begin my new career at the 
preschool and I can’ t wait until I get to meet the 
wonderful new people there.  My goal is to create a 
community of learners to work together and who 
feel safe in the classroom.  Mostly, I want the 
students in my classroom to enjoy learning because 
that is something that they will take with them for 
the rest of their lives.   

My name is Heather  Wegmann and I have 
taught school for 5 years.  I received my degree 
in Special Education from Miami University in 
2002.  I come from a long line of teachers in my 
family - my father is a retired teacher who taught 
for 35 years.   My Aunt is a 2nd grade teacher 
and has been teaching for 29 years.  Another 
Aunt is a Professor at Cal State Long Beach 
teaching Art History.   

I recently got married, marrying my husband, Ronnie, April 5th. I have has 
an English Bulldog puppy whom I hope to show my students this year.  
My only sister lives in Tampa Florida who is a medical software trainer. 
For the upcoming year, I hope to have lots of fun and even more learning.  
I am very passionate about teaching and children©s success.  I am looking 
forward to a wonderful, fun filled year! 
 

 
My name is Amy Dillon and I am originally from 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  I am a graduate of St.Ursula 
Academy and the University of Cincinnati.  My 
husband Mike and I have two wonderful 
daughters, Jacqueline age 7 and Jennifer age 5.  
My daughters and I enjoy riding our bikes along 
the Little Miami bike trail.  We also spend a lot of 
time swimming and making crafts. 

HPCUMC preschool has provided such a wonderful foundation for my 
daughters and I am looking forward to being part of that positive 
environment, and helping the children learn through play. 
 

 
 DATES TO REMEMBER IN SEPTEMBER: 
 Aug 28th - Sept 5th: Teacher Home Visit 
 Sept 10th & 12th: Transition days 
 Sept 14th: Open House in Welcome Center from 3:00 pm-5:00 pm 
 Sept 15th: First day of school 
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